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After BIG inspiration and BIG ideas comes BIG work!  I knew it would be so with Fairview Fall Fest and I was prepared for the 

commitment of time and effort it would take to endure.  My mantra verse of late is Philippians 4:13—I can do all things through 

Christ, who strengthens me.  Christ is certainly faithful to this promise and I am so glad (God’s muscle comes in handy when plan-

ning an event of this scale!).  I am also strengthened by my church family…you are an amazing and an inspiring group of Chris-

tians.  It has been my experience in the past when involved on big projects that you are lucky if you can get a group of people to like 

an idea, you are even luckier if you can get a group of people to commit to an idea and you are the luckiest of souls if you can get a 

group of people to WORK on an idea.  You have done all these things and more.  I am so grateful for all of your efforts thus far.  And 

I pray that you are all as richly blessed by this experience as I have been.  Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “It is one of the most beautiful 

compensations of this life that no man can sincerely try to help another without helping himself”.  I think God designed it that way. 

  

I have to admit that, at one point, I was having serious doubts (I am a Thomas after all!).  These doubts centered around the idea of a 

Fall Festival.  Not long after the ball was rolling on this project, a good friend of mine approached me with a fundraising idea for a 

child in need.  Her idea was simple, efficient, easy and would result in raising more than $10K!  I couldn’t help but compare her idea 

to mine.  With the best of intentions, had I created a monster?!?  Simple, efficient, easy…Fairview Fall Fest is NONE of these 

things!  This thought left me feeling more than a little anxious because so many people had already worked so hard on the festival 

and plans were underway for much more work to come.  These days, our time is such a precious commodity.  The last thing I wanted 

to do was create more work and less time for the people that I love!  So, I prayed…and I prayed some more…and I spoke to Pastor 

Monge and Katherine about my dilemma of doubt.  When I prayed, I realized that God had placed the idea specifically for a fall fes-

tival in my head.  Not just any project…THIS project.  There had to be a reason.  When I spoke to Pastor Monge and Katherine, they 

shed some light on what that reason could be.  They pointed to all of you.  They reminded me that the church was excited about this 

idea and had adopted it with open hearts.  They explained that people were coming together and feeling a sense of community and 

purpose.  And, now that I am thinking more clearly, I remember what I hoped for when trying to get this project off the ground.  I 

hoped for a way to reach out and bring in our community.  I hoped to show those people and remind us about the spirit of Fair-

view.  I hoped to show support to all the church members who worked so tirelessly in planning our church’s future.  I hoped to show 

our support for the children and for those who minister to them.  I hoped for a beautiful day filled with fun for everyone.  I hoped to 

follow the example of all the servant leaders who have made so many things possible.  And, now, I am keeping all of those hopes 

(not doubts) alive as I work on the festival each day. 
  

That concludes the “Dear Diary” portion of my article… Down to business!  Did you notice the logo?  We wanted to keep the integ-

rity of the Methodist Cross and Flame and incorporate the fall season somehow.  It’s meant to symbolize faith and fun.  I hope you 

like it…because it will be posted EVERYWHERE for the next 5 weeks.  One place you’ll see it is on Facebook.  If you’re on Face-

book, search for “Fairview Fall Fest 2011” and “Like” us.  This will help us spread the word.  Note:  The page is a little empty right 

now but I will be adding a lot of content very shortly.  So, please check back periodically.  Also, we will have print ads circulating 

with our Schedule of Events.  Another edition of the Fall Festival Forum will be out this week.   And, hopefully, some local  

businesses will circulate some fliers for us as well.  Also, I will be posting information on a bulletin board across from Katherine’s 

office.  The bulletin board will include a map of the festival layout, our schedule of events, information from some of our vendors, 

and a corporate sponsorship brochure.  If you would like to offer a corporate sponsorship opportunity to a business, please feel free 

to grab one of these brochures with lists of a la carte and package sponsorship offerings.  

  

And don’t forget to spread the word…Fairview Fall Fest is Saturday October 29th from 10:00 AM—8:00 PM.  There is truly some-

thing for everyone to enjoy thanks to all of you who have devoted yourselves to it.  Katherine and I will have a couple of  

informational meetings for organizers of the event.  Stay tuned for more information coming soon… 
   

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that  

ever has.    Margaret Mead 
  

             Jennifer Thomas 
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The family of Dorothy Elliott are so grateful for you and the love you shown us during her sickness and her funeral.  

She was a life long member at Fairview and it was the home she loved and faithfully served.  We also want to thank 

the organist, the soundman, ushers and church members who helped make a service that honored her.  Thank you 

for the wonderful meal prepared by Willa Carter and the ladies of the church.  It was a perfect ending to a very hard 

day.  Pastor Monge, thank you for the visits, the counseling, prayers and helping us with the funeral arrangements.  

You are a blessing everywhere you go.  God is so Good.  He knows what we need at times like this.  Our family 

was blessed by Fairview. 

 

         Love in Christ, 

         Van Elliott Sr. and the Family of Dot Elliott 

 

 

A very special thank you to the members of Fairview UMC 

for your support of God’s Pit Crew.  The water that you sent 

is greatly appreciated and will be used to help  people who 

have lost everything.  Without the support of people like 

you, we would not be able to do what we do to help in  

disaster areas.                        David Willis/ GPC Warehouse 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October is already here and we at Becky’s have settled into another school year of fun and learning with a 

good enrollment and may Fall activities planned. 

 

Autumn Leaves are beginning to “dance down” and we’re learning our traditional Fall songs, along with  

Autumn crafts.  Children respond to and learn so much through music.  We always have a  “Good Manners 

Club” and we’re working on making every child at school a “Member”.  We’re using the skeleton to learn 

about how God gave us “Bones, bones, bones, bones, bones inside of us” (song).  This leads us to talk about 

healthy foods for healthy bodies with strong bones and is always one of the children’s favorite songs, along 

with “Gray Squirrel”, “The Old Black Cat”, “Jack-O-Lantern, You Are Such a Funny Sight” and many  

others.   

 

Pumpkin time is here and we’ll be going to the pumpkin patch on Friday, October 14th.  This will be our first 

field trip of the year and the children always have a great time. 

 

We’re excited about the Fall Festival on Saturday, October 29th and appreciate Jennifer Thomas  

coordinating the events of the day.  Please support this fun time and invite your friends. 

 

                     Mrs. Davis 

 

Please extend our heartfelt appreciation to the 

many women who prepared and served our  

family the loving meal following Charlotte’s  

service.  We are thankful for their kindness and 

support. 

    with gratitude, 

                                    The Cox Family 

BKK 


